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Judea. However, the nativity scene radiates warmth and

Specisl Thanks ; .
Mr. V. M, Gearge comfort. [tbrings hope and joy.
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but we know that our loving God has inscribed each one of usin
Address the palm of His hands. He always blesses us, sometimes in
Kristuraj Church, disguise.
Marol Village,
Mumibal - 400 059. Let us pray that we may be guided by the light of the Holy Spirit
Tel.: 20205050 and be confident witnesses to Christian hope and joy in all we

meet, Happy Christmas and a Blessed New Year!
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Be a maore fruitful one.
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His light ta shine in our path.
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MITHRAM invites you to share your thoughts, poems, short stories,
anecdotes, recipes and hobbies! |

Advertise your business or announce birthdays, anniversaries and
special occasions, Place classified advertisements for buying / selling /
renting. Write to us at : mithramkristuraj@gmail.com

Premium Ads BackCover Full Page Rs.5000/-
Gold Ads FrontInside Cover Full Page Rs.4000/-
Silver Ads Back Inside Cover Full Page Rs.3000/-
Middle Full Page (Color) Rs.3000/-
Inside Full Page (Black and White) Rs.1000/-
Inside Half Page (Black and White) Rs. 750/-
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10 BIBLICAL NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS

1. Pray every morning &, Read a book on prayer

r 3 Study a book of the Bible ¥ Savemoney

3. Memorize weekly Bible verse 8. Do something nice for someone
4, Exercise regularly 9. Give rather than receive

5. Eat healthier 10, Pray for wisdom




CHURCHES OF THE WORLD - THE COLOGNE CATHEDRAL

In this issue, we take you through the renowned Cologne Cathedral in Germany. Itis the
seat of the Catholic Archbishop of Cologne.

The Cathedral covers about 8000 sguare meters of floor space and can accommaodate
maore than 20,000 people. It s one of the most beautiful examples of Gothic and Neo
Gothic architecture in the world. At a .
height of 157 meters (515 ft), it halds the
honour of being the tallest twin spire ;-'
church. The Cathedral is Germany's most
visited landmark attracting an average
crowd of 20,000 people per day.

The foundation stone for the construction [
of this Cathedral was laid on August 15, LA
1248, the feast of the Assumption of 5
Blessed Virgin Mary. The work was halted
in 1473 leaving it unfinished. The work
resumed early in the 19th century and was ||
completed in 1880, Over seven centurles,
successive builders were inspired by the
same faith and a spirit of absolute fidelity
to the original plan. Apart from its
exceptional intrinsic value and its artistic
masterpieces, Cologne Cathedral testifies
to the enduring strength of European
Christianity.

During World War |1, the Cathedral was subjected to 14 aerial bombings. It Is nothing
short of a miracle that although 72% of the city of Cologne was destroyed, the
Cathedral survived the war,

All the wark, from the 13th to the 19th century, was carried out with scrupulous
respect for the original design, and this tradition was continued in the post world war ||
reconstruction. In this respect, Cologne Cathedral may be considered to be sui generis
and hence its authenticity is absalute.
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THE SHRIME OF THE THREE KINGS

The Cathedral is traditionally believed to
hold the remains of the Three Kings brought
from Milan by Archbishop Rainald in 1164.
These relics make the cathedral one of the
most important pilgrimage destinations in
Europe.

THE BELL OF 5T. PETER

The 24 ton bell of 5t. Peter in this Cathedral is
the largest swinging ringable bell in the
world. It hangs in the belfry of the south
tower, You can imagine how gigantic the bell
is if you observe the person standing in the
picture.

THE GERO CRUCIFIX

This 10th century crucifix is the oldest known large crucifix
north of the Alps and has always been displayed in Cologne
Cathedral, It was commissioned by Gero, Archbishop of
Calogne, who died in 976, It is carved in oak, and painted and
partially gilded-both have been renewed. The halo and
cross-pieces are original, but the Barogue surround was
added in 1683, The flgure is 187 cm high, and the span of the
arms is 165 cm. The Gero Cross is important to medieval art
for the unigue way it depicts Christ, Itis the first monumental
depiction of the crucified Christ on the Cross and the first
monumental sculpture dating from this period. Standing
oversix feettall, it was one of the largest crosses of its time.

Due to the Cathedral's impressive Gothic architecture, the
shrine of the Three Kings, the outstanding glass windows and
many other important works of art, UNESCO declared the
Cologne Cathedral a world heritage site in 1996,

- Mrs. Rosy Johnson (5t John Unit)
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In the previous lssue we learnt the Vowels or Swaram. We are now ready to learn
the Consonants or Vyanjanam. The first row contains the consonants in
Malayalam; second row is a guide toits pronunciation. The next three rows may be

used tawrite and learn.

LEARNING MALAYALAM

5t. Mary's Unit

db | &l | 2 |l | 6B ol |ofM| B |6W | &
ka | kha | ga | gha | inga <ha jchha| ja | jha |inha
g O | O | U3 ) em | L 3 w | m
ta | tta | da | dda | na tha |thha | dha |dhha| ma
ad | | BTU| S eal ) (] I =V T |
pa | ffa | ba | bha | ma ya ra |rtha| la va

Wl [0 (| B | %

sha |shha) sa lha | zha

- Bini Thomas
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YOUTH REPORT

“Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in
lowe, in faith, inpurity.” - 1Timothy 4:12

Kristuraj Youth continued to chase creativity and achieve success in spite of some
shortcomings. In order to learn and teach the traditional values handed down to us from
generations, this year also we organized excellent programmes for the Onam celebrations
of 2016. The nostalgic pookalam was followed by the mouth watering food stall, amusing
games and the lelam. The grand success is attributed to the fact that everybody completed
the tasks assigned to them with full dedication. Special thanks to all the members who
worked hard during the Onam days.

According to the decision of the Parish council every first Sunday of the month, the Youth
will condusct the choir and participate actively in the Holy Mass,

This year for the first time we also participated in maximum number of events for Talentia
which was held on 13th November 2016, Talentia is a diccesan level competition held every
year for the youth of Kalyan eparchy. We participated in Picture Perfect Debate, One minute
tofame, Dubsmash and Musical skit. With God's grace and all our efforts we won the second
prize for musical skit among thirty groups, We all returned home feeling blessed and proud
to have participated in so many events. Day by day the strength of the Youth in our parish is
increasing and this was a proof of that.

This was fallowed by our much awaited Parish Day when the youth performed entertaining
programmes. We also had a fund-raising programme” Guess the weight and gain the Gold."
Hearty thanks to all the parishioners who supported us. Mr. Raju Thomas was the lucky
winner of the gold cross.

Toconclude | would lke to keartily thank ouryouth animator Mr. Ajay Augustine and President

Mikhil Louis for their dedication and support. We need the support and pravers of all the
parishiomers tagrow and bloom into strong Christians and spread the strength of our faith.

Merwyn Jose

Secretary

FUN WITH WORDS
Twao words are mixed up in each of the following iteams. | you find out
one word, the other will be its opposite. Example: IOUNT — IM x OUT

Can you solve thesa?

1. GOLYRBI 2. WPNUOD

3. NAAWMNOM 4. DIGNHATY

3. YYIANNMURS 6. MMWEETRRINUS
7. CILAVELGLYT 8  HOLIGWH

4. NEWFORMILS 10, ACEWLITEHK
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MERCY OF GOD

Long time ago in Bethlehem, there lived a professor named Ronald Weesley. He was the anly
son of his mother Emma Weesley, His father died at an early age. He was brought up by his
mother, who used to toil in the fields in the scorching sun. It was very hard for her to bring up
her son in those times. Yet, she managed ta give him the best education and guided himion the
right path.

Little Ronald grew up and became a well-known professor at Oxford Unlversity. Hence, he and
his mother migrated to the United Kingdom. There he married a beawtiful girl whose name was
Hermainie Granger. Ronald’s maother passed away a few months after their wedding.

Ronald and Hermodnie led a beautiful life. Years passed by and he began to lose interest In his
wife and left her. He began to admire the beauty of a vicious woman named Lucy. Ronald then
began tolive with her. He soan became addicted ta smoking and drinking, Lucy ruined Ronald's
life and he became miserable.

Ronald had two children from his marriage with Hermoinie. Both of them refused to call him
their father. They were not happy with his lifestyle. Hence, they left him. His students never
spoke to him after class hours.
He wasted his money in enjoying all the materialistic pleasures in life and soon he became
poor. Then Lucy left him and went her way. He became ill. During this period, there was no one
to look after him; neither nelghbours nor students.
When Hermainie came ta know about Bonald's iliness, she rushed to meet him. She found him
in & very bad condition, He had not bathed for weeks. He did nat have food for days. He was
starving. Tears rolled down her eyes. She cared and nursed him back to health. However, he did
nat even repent for his past behaviour,
One night, Ronald suffered a severe attack and he was rushed to the hospital by Hermoinie.
Dactars tried thelr best but falled to revive him. This was a special time when Renald was in
between life and death. He had an illusicn wherein a man was showing him his past life. The
way he was brought up, his loving and caring wife whom he did not recognize, the vicious
woman Lucy, whao ruined his life and everything which happened ta him. After seeing this he
realized that his wife was the one who loved him the most. it was she who sacrificed all her
desires for his sake. He then repents over his sins. But the man tells him that it is too late now.
He was given many chances earlierto doso but he ignored them.
During his last hours, his wife prayed very hard, she was in tears and begged the Lord to save
her husband's life. Suddenly his heart started responding; doctors resumed their efforts to
sawve him. Finally he was back to life. He wanted to meet his wife and ask pardon for his wrong
doings. Thereafter they continued to live together helping, loving and caring for each ether,
Moral: Though we sin, our merciful God forgives our sins and corrects us. We should remember
that each time we sin; we inflict wounds on Christ Jesus, But when we do good and repent owver
our sins, we heal Christ's wounds.
-Geeniza George
Vimalamatha Unit
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Mrs. Annie Francis
St Mary's Unit
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Why the Railway Track Width is 4 feet 8.5 inches

Does the statement, "We've always done it that way" ring any bell...? The U5
standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet, 8.5 inches. That's an
exceedingly odd number,

Why was that gauge used? Because that's the way they built them in England and
English expatriates built the US Railroads.

Why did the English build them like that? Because the first rail lines were built by the
same people who built the pre-railroad tramways, and that's the gauge they used.
Why did "they” use that gauge then? Because the people who built the tramways
used the same jigs and tools that they used for building wagons, which used that
wheel spacing,

Okay! But why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel spacing? Well, if they
tried to use any other spacing, the wagon wheels would break on some of the ald, lang
distance roads in England, because that's the spacing of the wheel ruts.

Sowho built those old rutted roads? Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads
in Europe (and England) for their legions. The roads have been used ever since.

And the ruts in the roads...? Roman war chariots formed the initial ruts, which
everyone else had to match for fear of destroying their wagon wheels. Since the
chariots were made for Imperial Rome, they were all alike in the matter of wheel
spacing.

The United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is derived from the
original specifications for an Imperial Roman war chariot.

And bureaucracies live forever. The Imperial Roman war chariots were made just wide
enough to accommodate the back ends of twowar horses.

Now the twist to the story...

When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, there are two big booster
rockets attached to the sides of the main fuel tank. These are solid rocket boosters, or
SRBs. Thiokaol at their factory at Utah makes the SRBs. The engineers who designed the
5RBs would have preferred to make them a bit fatter, but the SRBs had to be shipped
by train from the factory to the launch site. The railroad line from the factory happens
to run through a tunnel in the mountains. The SRBs had to fit through that tunnel, The
tunnel is slightly wider than the railroad track, and the railroad track, as you now
know, Is about as wide as two horses' behinds. So, a major Space Shuttle design
feature of what is arguably the world's most advanced transportation system was
determined over two thousand years ago by the width of a horse,

- Mr. V.M.George

Little Flower Unit
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CATECHISM REPORT

In keeping with the Year of Mercy, cur children together with their teachers visited an old age
hame in Andheri on the Sth of September. A generous contribution was made for the inmates
of the house The children then took a short trek through the tribal village in Aarey Colony.

Eucharistia, a program for children, was conducted on 7th and 8th of November, the two
consecutive Diwali holidays. It was intended to provide an opportunity for the children from
1st to 12th 5td. to engage In the fun-filled activities with friends from the Parish. We
celebrated Children's Day on the 20th of Movember with garmes for all children.

The Youth section had a Forane level program called Insight on 4th December at 5t. Joseph's
Church, Mahakali. It was a three hour programme to assess the impact of Catechism on Youth
and to disseminate proper knowledge and conviction on love, sex and how to manage the

ermotions,

The students had to prepare a short film, scripted skit, street play, power point presentations,
posters, collages on the Sacrament of Marriage, Preparation for Marrlage, Challenges ta the
Sacrament of Marriage and Family or any topics related with these chapters. Our students
presented short videos and power point presentation which was appreciated.

Euphony, a Forane level culiural competition, was held on 11th December at 5t, Mary's
Church, Andheri West, It was aimed at enabling the children to develop their innate talents
and an opportunity to grow in love for Christ and His Church. Kristuraj Church secured 2nd
position with 67 points. The Seniors group won 1st prize in Bible Quiz and Poster Making and
Znd prize in Kaleidoscope, The Juniors group wan 2nd prize in Growp Song and 3rd prize in
Bible Quiz.

The Sub-Juniors grouwp won 1stin Bible Quiz and Action Song and 3rd prize in Bible Depiction,

The children who secured 1st and 2nd position will participate in the finals on 27th December
at St. Xavier's School, Kanjur Marg {West). On 18th December we conclude the activities of
this year with Christmas celebration. The celebration included class wise Christmas tableau,

Carol singing and presentation of gifts to Christmas friends.

-Mrs. Daisy Jose
Catechism Headmistress
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OME WITH NATURE

Laudato Si' which means "Praizse be to you"is the second Encyclical of Pope Francis. It is
subtitled "On the care of our commaon hame *This Encyelical is a wake-up call to the people of
the world to understand the destruction inflicted upon the environment by man. The
document addresses the many philosophical, theological, and cultural causes that threaten
the relationship of man to nature and man to each other in various circumstances. “Praise be

toyou" is the first line of a canticle by St Francis of Assisi that praises God and His Creation.

Praised be you, my Lord, with all your creatures,
especially Sir Brother Sun,
who is the day and through whom you give us light.
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour;
and bears a likeness of you, Most High.

Praised be you, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,
in heaven you formed them clear and precious and beautiful.
Praised be you, my Lord, through Brother Wind,
and through the alr, cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather
through whom you give sustenance to your creatures.
Praised be yvou, my Lord, through Sister Water,
who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.
Praised be you, my Lord, through Brother Fire,
through whom you light the night,
and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong".

On 5th September, the catechism department arranged a short trek through a tribal village or
padain the greens of Aarey Colony. The trek began with a visit to the cattle shed, The children
were thrilled to see the Indlan Red Cows and buffaloes. This was followed by a short climb en
a hill which is the highest point in that area with alovely panoramic view. After a short break
for lunch, we climbed down the hill and walked to a pada. On the way, we saw a man-made
butterfly park. In the pada, the children saw paddy fields, vegetable farms and played in the
streams catching fshes and crabs. It was a first-hand experience for many of them and they
were all thrilled to be in close contact with nature. When we walk through the greenery, our
senses are revived with the aroma of the greens and the beauty of nature, We recognize the
difference in the quality of air as we are so used to inhaling air full of pollutants. It was a day
well spent and the enthusiasm of the children was worth watching.

= M. Biju Augustine
5t.Mary’s Unit
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AN INFORMATIVE TREK TO AAREY
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PICNIC 2016

FUN WITH WORDS— ANSWERS
1. GIRL x BOY 5. RAINY x SUNNY 8. SMILE x FROWWN
2, UP x DOWN 6, SLUMMER x WINTER 10, BLACK x WHITE
3 WOMAN x MAN 7. CITY = VILLAGE
4, DAY x NIGHT 8. HIGH x LOW
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Wish you all
a very Happy Christmas
and

Happy New Year 2017 1

Pramod Pandurang Sawant

.. Corporator Ward No.74
Ay . Upvibhag Pramukh
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CONGRATULATIONS!!

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
AND CONFIRMATION

.

6th November 2016



3rd Anniversary

14th November, 2016

Mr. M P Varghese
Melakayil

A tribute to our beloved Father




PITHRUVEDI
PARISH DAY 2016
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