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God has created everything on Earth and among all humanity is the
Editorial Board most beautiful and perfect in all respects.
Mr. K. D. Jose W . . . . .
Mr. George V. M Humanity is the epicentre of all his creations since the mind or rather
' v the brain consists of various aspects for unlimited growth in all directions.
Mr. Varkey K. V. . . .
God has created a rich nature with everything needed for the above
purpose.

Now it is the duty of humanity to utilize Nature for the development of
mind and brain of human being; which has been achieved but neither in
Rev. Fr. Jabin Pathiparambil ||| the right proportion nor right directions.

Parish Priest

Editorial Adviser

In the beginning, God gave love and punishment, directly. Thereafter, he
exercised these through his representatives. But when knowledge has
Address: increased on a larger scale, humanity has forgotten the involvement of
divinity in his actions - therby, losing control of Wisdom.

Kristuraj Church, L . . .
) Thus, the present generation is facing a dilemma. First of all, we have to

Marol Village, X . . , .
Mumbai - 400 059. assess what is wrong in the present generation. 'Of course, there is
Tel. 28381270/ 29205050 what every so-called intellectual says ‘may be due to behavioral factor’.
It could be diagnosed as lack of wisdom due to exorbitant growth in

. knowledge without required proportion of divinity. This, must be the
Published by problem faced by the present generation, irrespective of their profession.
Kristuraj Parish, Peace and Harmony could well be what God intended when He created
Syro-Malabar Parish, the human being with a mind and no human could refute these claims.
Marol, So, developments made in the various fields by the present generation

Mumbai - 400 059. could use a fair dose of divinity to achieve God’s aim and thus the purpose

of humanity, too, by enhancing Wisdom in balancing knowledge.

Printed at To purely conclude, the presence of God in every aspects of humanity

o could, well, make a lot of human achievements, absolutely blissful.
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EPIPHANY
(DENHAKALAM)

This season begins on the Sunday nearest to
the feast of Denha. The weeks ascribed to it are
seven, but may extend even up to 10, according
to the date of Easter. Similarly, there will be only
4 or 5 or 6 weeks sometimes between the feast
of Denha and the beginning of the Great Fast.

Denha reminds us of the Baptism of Iso’ M’siha
In Kerala, St.Thomas Christians used to call this
feast as Pindipperunal or Rakkulipperunal. Inthe
northern parts of Kerala, where they call it
Pindipperunal, they used to erect and decorate
with torches the trunk of a plantain (pindi) in front
of their houses on the eve of this feast, make
dances and sing songs of a particular type around
it in the evening in connection with the family
prayer. From the whole festivity it shows itself to
be a feast of light and Denha, the epiphany, is
really a feast of light. In the southern parts of
Kerala, this feast is called Rakkulipperunal.
Rakkuli in Malayalam means ‘bath at night’. In
ancient days they used to have a ritual bath in
the nearest river or pont on the eve of this feast
after the Evening Liturgy, singing Psalms and
local hymns. It was done in remembrance of the
baptism of our Lord in Jordan. It is from this
practice the name Rakkuli developed.

The Gospel of the day contains the narration of
the Baptism of Iso’ M’siha (Mt 3, 1-17). Through
His baptism, Christ has purified and renewed the
human nature. He opened the gates of heaven
and revealed Himself to all men, living in
darkness. What is mostly stressed in this period
is the humility and humanity of Christ. Baptism
is figured as the source of all supernatural
graces.

The prayers of this period highly insist on the
revelation of the Holy Trinity. We may quote only
a few lines from the Onitha d-Ramsa of the third
Saturday to establish this fact. It reads thus:
“Those who are in the heaven and on earth
grasped the Mystery of Triune Divinity ... in the




manifesttion of Christ and they began to praise
repeatedly the sanctity of its honour” (Bedjan, 1,
p. 136).

The central feast of this period is the Epiphany
celebration on the 6th of January. This feast
appears to have had its origin in Alexandria in
relation to the winter solstice, which according to
the pre-dulian calendar fell on January 6th. It was
also the day on which the Alexandrians used to
celebrate the virgin birth of Aeon, the god of time.
Thus itis a real case of substituting a pagan feast
with a Christian feast of similar meaning.

The Church celebrates the following feasts of the
temporal cycle too during this period:

First Friday : St John the Baptist
Second Friday : SS. Peter and Paul
Third Friday : The Evangelists
Fourth Friday : St. Stephen

Fifty Friday : The Greek Doctors
Sixth Friday : The Syrian Doctors

: The Patron Saint of each Church
: All the Departed

Seventh Friday
Eighth Friday

This seems to be a magnificent arrangement that
no one else can foresee. We have already noted
that Epiphany signifies the manifestation of
Divinity through the humanity of Iso’ M’siha. John
the Baptist was the first to witness to this
manifestation; SS. Peter and Paul stand as the
pillars of the Church to whom is confided this
Mystery to be manifested to generations. The
Evangelists are those who recorded this revealed
Mystery for the future generations. St. Stephen,
the protomartyr, was the first to bear witness to
this revelation by shedding his own blood. The
Doctors of the Church are those who taught the
people, interpreting this revelation authentically.

The Patron Saint of each church is a constant
inspiration to the local community to live and
realise the Word of the Father uttered in His
only begotten Son. And finally, the Departed
are those who bore witness to this revelation
in their daily life through suffering and at the
end by their death (Abbot Odilo of Cluny (994-
1048) instituted the commemoration of all
Souls on the next day of all Saints day

(November 2) for his monastery. The
influence of Cluny soon led to its universal
extension in the Latin Church. In Oriental
church, it is always commemorated in relation
with the Mystery of Christ. In view of the period
to follow, the Great Fast, the remembrance of
the Departed is very significant. The Church
intends here, to induce us to think of
eschatological realities through the suffering and
death of the departed, and thus to renew our life.

In addition to this, there is the Fast of the
“Rogation of the Ninivites” for three days in the
second week before the beginning of the Great
Fast. Among the Thomas Christians there was
the custom of an agape in the Church on all the
three days after liturgical functions. The Fathers
who instituted such fasts had always in mind to
offer to the people an occasion to make retreats.
Thus, the period of Epiphany, by manifesting the
Divine concern for human salvation, disposes man
to an intense preparation for Resurrection.

Fr Joseph Pathiparambil MCBS

Children of goa

We are the world,

We are the children,

We are the one who keep the faith along,

The Devil is coming, to take us away from God,
But we stay, away from him.

We are the church,

We are the future,

We are the ones who believe in the saviour,
We take pride in being the children of God.

We are the angels,

We are the future,

We are the ones who carry the burden of life,
We are the supporters of the Church.

So we take pride to be known as the
“Children of God”.
- Shaun Sibi Kollannur
Vimala Matha Unit
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G. K. CHESTERTON AND THE CATHOLIC FAITH

Role Models

The crux of the problem of modern life is how to
keep our sanity amidst all the bewildering
allurements. In our pursuit of this goal, we have
an excellent example in the life of G. K.
Chesterton who was born a non-Catholic and,
after dabbling in a lot of sinister occult practices,
allin the quest of genuine lasting happiness and
values, finally came to the Catholic Church, to
profess its Faith and participate with it to fulfill
his mission on earth.

St. Paul the Apostle had remarked in his letter
that few great intellects were called to the faith,
because God wanted to make the wisdom of the
wise seem foolish. When intellectuals do come
to the faith, they often explain to fellow
intellectuals why they have come into this religion
they used to scorn. Such a need to apologize
has even given the world classics like St.
Augustine’s Confessions, Cardinal Newman’s
Apologia and a real gem of Christian apologetics
from the great Victorian writer Chesterton, through
his classic book called Orthodoxy.

Born a Unitarian, Chesterton traveled from
skepticism to Christianity during his early life,
mostly by analyzing the various free-thinking
philosophies he encountered as a lecturer. Noting
in them what he considered serious errors in their
concept about the nature of the universe,
Chesterton published a criticism of several major
writers of his day, including Rudyard Kipling,
George Bernard Shaw, and H. G Wells, all
Heretics and agnostics. The fact is they were all
his bitter opponents but close friends at the same
time.

Since Chesterton was both a genius and the
product of a saner era than our own, the ideas
which coursed through his head may astonish
modern readers. He seems to turn the world on
its head. To Chesterton, faith is only reason,
orthodoxy is liberty, the order of our universe is
as unexpected as the wildest fairy tale, and
heeding tradition is as natural as allowing all
citizens to franchise to form polities. The readers

at first will think him just a little bit weird, but as
they warm up to his approach, they will begin to
feel that perhaps his point of view is healthier
than theirs, and in the best of cases they will
begin to right themselves and accept him.

Testing Times

The fallacies against which Chesterton argued
have run their full course in the 20" century, and
everything Chesterton claimed they would
produce has come to pass. Chesterton predicted
modernism would lead to nihilism and in the
following 80 years the world went mad exactly
there. Chesterton predicted that questioning
everything would lead to the abandonment of
reason, and postmodernism has finally admitted
to exactly that. Chesterton claimed that man was
at the crossroads, and man clearly made the
wrong turn.

Orthodoxy is subtitled the Romance of Faith,
because Chesterton’s thesis claims that it is
romance, mystery, allegories, which keep men
sane and connect them with eternal truth. By
contrast, the Materialists’ insistence on fact-
finding for everything within our universe is like
the delusion of a man who thinks he is God. Only
count their numbers now and you will find them
numerous.

At first take, insisting on mysteries violates our
20" century intuition, but it turns out to be the
right prescription for the disease; Materialism errs
precisely because it lacks humility, and restoring
mystery to the cosmos also restores our humility
before God’s creation.

Tradition, Customs, Conventions

Chesterton cites his discoveries about the world
and the faith as they occurred to him, in order,
during his journey to faith. He read al the Doubters
of the Faith and wondered, this Catholicismmust
be an extraordinary religion to incite so diverse
and contradictory a set of claims against it. He
discovered that the Church predicted each of the
truths he was discovering about the world and its




inhabitants. He noticed that all attempts to make
Christianity more liberal or scientific or free
actually made the world more tyrannical, more
limited and more colorless and drab.

Thus Chesterton came to understand the great
beauty and romance of orthodoxy — our good old
traditions, customs and conventions. He saw that
only within the bounds of orthodoxy were men
free to innovate, to advance, to fight tyranny,
oppression or poverty.

The orthodoxy defended here is an old and
ecumenical one, the doctrine articulated in the
Apostles’ Creed. He claims to lack the space to
address the question of where lies the seat of
apostolic authority. However, there is herein a
challenge to Protestants worth mentioning:
Chesterton is Catholic and his notion of orthodoxy
includes not only the creeds but the Church which

embodies them. Thus he labors to make the Non-
Catholic Christian Brothers to respect traditional
thought, a sense of profound joy, submission and
gratitude for the creation. He gives life a high level
of sanity as well as civility which is absent in the
present materialistic culture.

Orthodoxy should be required reading for any
modern seeker and for those who defend
Catholicism at every opportunity. Itis also useful
for anyone who wants a more general overview of
man’s place in the universe. Orthodoxy is a
thinkers’ paradise, mostly because it goes
beyond mere thought to a deep feeling, to joy
and humility, where man and God rejoice together
in the great event of creation. And the realization
of this truth is the crux of God’s gift to us.

Varkey Kunjaparambil

HOW TO CURE YOUR
TENSION ?

The moment you are in tension

You will lose your attention

Then you are in total confusion

And yuou’ll feel irritation

Then you'll spoil personal relation
Untimately, you won'’t get co-operation
Then you’ll make things complication

Then your BP may also rise caution

And you may have to take medication
Instead, understand the situation

And try to think about the solution

Many problems will be solved by discussion
Which will work out better in your profession
Don’t think it's my free suggestion

Itis only for your prevention

If you understand my intention

You'll never come again to tention !!

FATHER

4Years : Mydaddy cando any thing

7Years : Mydad knows a lot, a whole lot

8years : My father doesn’t know quite everything.

12Years : Oh,well, naturally father doesn’t know that
either.

14 Years : Father? Hopelessly old fashioned.

21Years : Oh,thatmanis out of date. What did you
expect?

25Years : Heknowsalittle bit about it, but not much.

30 Years : May be we ought to find out what dad
thinks.

35Years : Alittle patience.
Let us get Dad’s assessment before we
do anything.

50Years : | wonder what dad would have thought
about that. He was pretty smart.

60 Years : My dad knew absolutely everything.

65 Years : I'd give anything if Dad were here so |
could talk over with him, I really miss that
Man.
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ACROSS

2. to God in the highest heaven
5. Atownin Galilee

7. Baby Jesus was laid in a

8. She was engaged to Joseph

9. The city of David

10. They watched their flock by night

DOWN

1. He was a descendent of the family of
David

3. Toyou is born this day a Savior, who is
the

4. He was the governor of Syria

6. He issued a decree that everybody
should be registered

THE CHRISTMAS STORY

Read the Gospel of St.Luke 2:1-20 for the Christmas Story and solve this crossword.

1

u|

5 5 o

(For Answer See Next Issue)
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St. Joseph Unit
(Vijaya Nagar)

During the month of October Rosary was
prayed in most of the houses in the unit.

Some of the members attended the Half
Yearly retreat conducted by Fr. Saiju
Thurithiyil and also benefited the yoga
exercises taught by Rev. Father

Most of the children from our unit
participated in the various competitions held
on the occasion of the Parish Day and
secured prizes. Gritty Thomas secured 3™
prize in Essay and Story Writing. Kevin Jose
secured 1%t prize in Story and Essay writing.
Merwyn Jose secured 1¢t prize in Story
writing and 2™ prize in Bible reading.

After a long gap our unit bagged 3" prize
and the Ever-rolling Trophy for the tableau.
Hearty Congratulations to our leader for the
hard work put in and for her initiativeness. |
appreciate all the young and old participants.
Our children also participated in various
cultural programmes on Parish Day.

Master Benin Thankachan from Pre-
Communion Section, Miss. Gritty Thomas
and Master Kevin Jose from Post-
Communion section participated in Action
Song and Group Dance in the Zonal level
and secured 1%t and 2" prize. Hearty
Congratulations children! You are our hope
of tomorrow. Keep it up!

There was a very good participation from
the unit members for the Carol singing.
Congratulations Santa Claus(Merwyn) for
your good performance. Hearty thanks to
our guests Miss Mable and Miss Melbin for
making the Carol singing a lively one.

We, all the members are now looking
forward for the get together and picnic
promised by our leader in the New Year, to
celebrate all the past events. Happy New
Year 2011!!!

For St. Joseph Unit
Mr. T. M. Jose
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St. Mary’s Unit
(Military Road)

The next event conducted in our parish after
the Pastoral visit, was the feast of “Christ
the King” and the fourth day celebration the
main Prasudhendi was Annamma Paul and
family.

This was followed by the next event “The
Parish Day”. St. Mary’s unit was way ahead
the other units in all the activities. This was
possible only due to the sincere efforts put
in by each and every member of each family.
A special thanks to every members of Mr.
Augustine Paul and family, who put up a
brilliant performance in every event scoring
maximum points for the unit.

Kudos to Mst. Richard Biju for having bagged
the Individual Championship scoring highest
at a very young age. Mrs. Annamma Paul
has done it again by receiving the ever rolling
trophy for essay writing and story writing.
St. Mary’s Unit also bagged the 1st Prize in
the Tableau competition and was also
awarded “The Best Unit”.

The Zonal Competition was held in our parish
on the Sunday following the Parish Day.
Here too, the children of St. Mary’s Unit
proved themselves by winning the Zonal and
qualifying for the Diocesan level.

Alan George, Fabin Gladstone, Viane Joji
have won 1st prize in Action Song. Angela
Ajay, Fiona Gladstone, Rechell Biju - have
won 1st prize in Skit. Liane Paul, Rayan
Paul - 2nd in Dance. Ajith Vincent, Rueben
Thomas and Rohan Paul bagged the 1st
prize in the Street Play.

All this would have not been possible without
the blessings of God the Almighty and so
we raise our hearts and minds to God in
thanking Him for all His blessings.

We also take great pleasure in welcoming
Mr. Joji and family to our Unit.

- Mrs. Annie Paul, President

DIVINE HEALER

| was young, fast and savvy,

| breezed through life,

There was nothing to come in the way,
| was arrogant and did what | liked.
Money, fame and friends | had all,
There was no stopping me.

Till one day, a lightning struck,

My world crumbled.

| realised my life was a breeze,
Bogged down by sorrows,
Weighed down by tears,

| looked for help, there wasn'’t any.

As | walked aimlessly,

| saw a church and stepped in,

| remembered my childhood days,

A peep inside and saw the Cross,

His hands outstretched, He looked at me,
Blood trickled down His face and bodly.

Did | do that to you my Lord?

You called me back from my wayward ways,
| realise you are my only solace,

| reached for the Rosary in my pocket,

A habit my mother instilled in me,

Through Mother to Son she would say.

| looked around and saw the confessional,
A priest was waiting as if inviting,

| looked at the Cross, took courage,

“Have mercy on me, O Lord”, | said,

“Here | come to you for an answer”

One step towards the Lord.......

One step towards the Lord and

He held me in His embrace,

“You are forgiven my child”, He said

“Have no fear, | carry you in my arms”.

His touch healed my soul,

Jesus, my Lord, You are the Divine Healer.

- Bini Thomas, St. Mary’s Unit
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My BEST Journey

Journey from my village is very hectic
Leaves me with questions at each bus stop
Narrates its story unconditionally

Refusing me to blink my eyes for a while.

Allow me to doubt the co-travelers who spit on the road

Do they conceive on boarding the bus for morning sickness?
| see a grandpa limping more for his age

Wants the ‘college teen’ to vacate his single seat.

Happy to see the progress of Metro at Marol Naka,
Tiring for the long halt at Sakinaka

Taking a turn to Jari Mari with pain

The first and last narrow lane for the BEST.

At Bail Bazaar, hardly | differentiate humans and cattle
Both share water tanks for drink and bath,

A well-matched chemistry of ‘higher animals’ and ‘animals’
Exchange hay and grass for milk in return

Saloons | find towards Kurla with no business
For non-cooperation of community

Leaving scope only for the industrial scraps
Where hardware is a leading giant.

A deep breath | take at Kurla Fire Brigade

Seeing the hunter spread its net like a spider

Leaves no room for escape for none in the scorching heat
Traps many who violate the traffic law.

BEST unloaded me at Nagar Chowk
| walk towards BKC on concrete tiles over Mithi river
At last my journey ends here with lots of happiness
Seeing the emblem of M.T.N.L. Mumbai.
- Mrs. Annie Francis
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St. Nicholas - The First Santa

Saint Nicholas, the 4th century saint who inspired our modern
figure of Santa Claus, was born near Myra, a port on the
Mediterranean Sea. Nicholas belonged to a wealthy
merchant family. His parents taught him to be generous to
others, especially those in need. So Nicholas came to see
that helping others makes one richer in life than anything
else.

One day, by chance, Nicholas heard about a rich man in
Myra who lost all his money when his business failed. The
man had three lovely daughters, all wishing to get married,
but he had no money for their marriage. With nothing to
eat, the man in desperation decided to sell one of his
daughters into slavery. At least then the rest of them might
survive.

That night before the first daughter was to be sold, Nicholas,
with a small bag of gold in his hand, softly approached their
house and, tossing the gold through an open window, quickly
vanished into the darkness.

The next morning, the father found a bag of gold lying on
the floor next to his bed. He had no idea where it came
from. “Maybe it's counterfeit,” he thought. But as he tested
it, he knew it was real. He went over the list of his friends
and business associates. None of them could possibly have
given him this.

The poor man fell to his knees with tears in his eyes, he
thanked God for this beautiful gift. His spirits rose higher
than they had been for a long time because someone had
been so unexpectedly good to him. He arranged for his first
daughter's wedding and there was enough money left for
the rest of them to live for almost a year. Often he wondered:
who gave them the gold?

But by the end of the year, the family again had nothing,
and the father, again desperate and seeing no other way
open, decided his second daughter must be sold. But
Nicholas, hearing about it, came by night to their window
and tossed in another bag of gold as before. The next
morning the father rejoiced, and, thanking God begged His
pardon for losing hope. Who, though, was the mysterious
stranger giving them such a gift?

Each night afterwards the father watched by the window.
As the year passed, their money ran out. In the dead of one
night he heard quiet steps approaching his house and
suddenly a bag of gold fell onto the floor. The father quickly
ran out to catch the one who threw it there. He caught up

with Nicholas some distance away and recognized him, for
the young man came from a well-known family in the city.

“Why did you give us the gold?” the father asked.

“Because you needed it,” Nicholas answered. “But why
didn’t you let us know who you were?” the man asked
again. “Because it's good to give and have only God know
about it.”

When the bishop of Myra died, the priests and leading people
of the city along with the neighbouring bishops came together
in their cathedral to select a new bishop. They prayed and
asked God to point out who it would be. In a dream, God
said to one of them that they should all pray together the
next morning. Someone would come through the cathedral
door as they prayed. He should be their choice.

It was Nicholas who entered the cathedral the next morning.
Immediately, the people of the city named him their bishop,
for they knew that this unassuming person, whose good
deeds they had learned about, was meant by God to lead
them.

As bishop of Myra, Nicholas seemed more aware than ever
of people’s needs. He would appear all over the city offering
help to anyone in difficulty, and then quietly disappear without
waiting for thanks. He shunned publicity. Still, his reputation
as a holy man grew and grew, even spreading to distant
cities that had never seen him.

He took special care to see that families had enough to eat
and a good place to live, that children got ahead in life, and
that old people lived out their lives with dignity and respect.
And he always loved the sailors living so dangerously on the
sea. Without their ships, people everywhere would be
without food and other goods they carried for trade.

Yet it is as a lover of children that Nicholas is best
remembered today. While he lived, he gave the little ones
he met small gifts— some candy, a toy. His kindness, which
always managed to surprise them, touched their hearts,
and they learned from this holy man what a beautiful thing
givingis.

In the figure of Santa Claus, whose name and activity
Nicholas inspired, we have this saint with us today. We too
can become a Santa when we help others in need and
brighten up their day.

- Bini Thomas
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Positive Thinking

Once upon a time there was a flock of sheep
grazing on a hill top. Suddenly the climate
changed and it started raining heavily. The flock
of sheep started running helter-skelter for shelter.
As there was no shelter near by the flock of sheep
started running far away for shelter. When they
were standing under the shelter, they remembered
that a sheep from their flock was missing and
that it was lame. They thought that due to the
heavy rain it might have died but the mother of
that sheep said, thinking positively that God
would help her in this difficulty as she had become
lame a week ago while helping her friend to climb
up a hill. On the other side, the sheep that was
missing was standing there bearing up the pain.
She was praying to God to help her in this
difficulty.

At that time a dog was passing by that way and
was asking the sheep why was it standing in the
rain. To this the sheep told the dog how it became
lame and how its flock left her and went away.
The dog felt pity on the sheep and made it sit on
its back comfortably and took her to his house
and took good care of the sheep. The master of
the dog took the sheep to a veterinary doctor
and made her legs normal again. She thanked
her master and the dog for taking good care of
her and went back to her mother. All the sheep
were shocked to see her back to life and legs
cured again.

- Merwyn Jose,
St. Joseph’s Unit

Divine Healer

When | had sorrow and when | was in pain,
There was no one beside me,
There was no one to comfort me,
Weeping and crying,
Tears rolled down from my cheeks,
No one to wipe it off,
The wounded Hearts;
The Lonely Life;
At that moment | looked at the Cross of my room,
Which said, “Though Jesus was innocent,
He was nailed to the Cross, to wipe off our sins”.
Allthis sorrows and happiness was for something good;
[ looked back at my life;
All'the joy, sorrows and pain | had;
Was for something good.
The divine touch which comforted me,
Which wiped off my tears,
Which healed my wounded heart,
Was NO ONE ELSE
But my Divine Healer, JESUS.

- Angel Varghese,
St. Paul Unit
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ONE FINE SHOE...

“0, what soothing music!” Manoj thought or rather dreamt.
The alarm had snoozed for the second time. It was half past
nine. But he lay there in no mood to get up. The summer
vacation was on and that meant no more getting up early
and breaking into a trance. Yes, a trance. Everything else
moved so fast on normal days. But today was a Manoj-day-
Slow and lazy.

It was mama’s bellowing that woke him up from his semi-
conscious state. “Manoj, beta, it's your birthday today. Come
on, getup.” But he lay there like 9-years old playing around
and thoroughly entertaining himself by holding the fan
between his fingers and pretending to rotate it in the opposite
direction. That was Manoj! A 17 yr old but...his brain was
only inaugurated when he turned 8!

“Happy Birthday, Dork” Vaibhavi zoomed past him. She
was 25 and she really was 25. Active and hardworking she
was a complete non- Manoj. Her hands moved as fast as
her lips and before you know it, she disappeared in thin air!
Too late for Manoj to retaliate...

He woke up nevertheless. Took a good look around and
found a neatly wrapped gift. He opened it like a brat. It was
anice pair of sunglasses. He was soon in the kitchen flaunting
his new pair. His mother was trying hard to control herself.
But finally gave in. “Arre Deval kotoon aala re Rajnikant...
Maharashtrath!” and she laughed her heart out. “Go wash
your face. And no breakfast ill you're done with your prayers.
It's your birthday today.”

Manoj was lazy. But when it comes to food, he was a go-
getter! He drifted past his dad who was reading the
newspaper. Being a bank employee, Manoj's father was a
very organized man. But today being a bank holiday he had
relaxed his schedule and was looking forward to spend
some time with his son. “Manoj, is this the time to get up?”
But Manoj was way past his dad. Today’s connection with
God was broadband. And he was sending GB’s worth of
wishes and prayers at one go. Once he was done, he dashed
for the table.

“Dad, | had asked for shoes haan. Hope you didn't forget.”
It was summer time. In India, that translates into IPL matches
and to get some raw action there was the famous gali
cricket. Manoj was a star in his area and a star should look
good. But he needed a new pair of shoes very badly. His old
pair had only lost its glam. But that was enough for him.
“OK, we'll go once you're done with your breakfast. Get
ready fast. | have to buy other things as well.” Manoj stuffed
himself at lightning speed. The shoes couldn’t wait

Dad was in a good mood today. He was calm unlike usual
and smiled as he saw his son run around getting ready.

“OK, dad let's go. And | need good ones, you promised.”

Liberty shoes was close by. They had a decent collection.
But Pappu the sales guy can make you buy even a Rs.100
pair of school shoes with the satisfaction of having bought
the latest designer shoes from a Louis Vutton dealership!!
That's salesmanship. One of his most priceless gigs was his
welcome smile. He was a people’s charmer and Manoj's
father was a faithful customer. “Good afternoon,
Khuranasaab! Hello, Manoj. How are you?” “'m good”
Manoj said in the let's-get-to-business tone. “How can |
help you ji?” Manoj shrugged when Pappu said the ‘ji’. “Yes,
[ would like to see a nice pair of sport shoes.”

Manoj wasn't the only customer that morning. There was
another guy who looked his age and was sitting at the other
end. Envy hit him when he saw the other guy was trying out
what seemed a quite expensive pair of shoes. Manoj had
decided he would definitely buy better ones! He was paying
little attention to what was being shown to him and was
constantly asking for the ones which the other guy was
trying out. He also kept a tab of the other fellow’s bill. It
started with a thousand and then as he tried another pair
which cost about five hundred more...then two thousand
and finally the other settled down for a pair which cost him
around Rs.2700.

Manoj was smiling. He had finally made his choice. He was
going to get himself a pair which cost a cool Rs.3300. Yes,
he had defeated the other guy fair and good. Victory beamed
on his face. With his new pair he would play twice as good
as the other guy, he imagined. He even thought of inviting
him over to brag about his new pair and possibly win a
match against his team!

As he was trying on his new pair, the other boy got up to
leave. Manoj turned away to look at his competitor. He
froze for a moment. It took his brain a few milliseconds
more to realize what his eyes had captured. The other guy
struggled as he stood up using his crutches which had
missed Manoj's eyes all this time. The other boy had only
one leg.

Manoj felt a lump sum up in his throat. He looked at his
father and looked back. He remained unusually quite for
the rest of the shopping. All the while he thought, “The

L]

other boy bought ‘one fine shoe’.

-Thomson Muriyadan
St. Thomas Unit
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SNAPSHOTS

> Oct. 1% began Rosary in the Church

Celebrated feast of St.Theresa of Child Jesus (Little
Flower)

> Oct .34 farewell to Fr. Jis Mangaly mcbs

> Oct. 10" celebrated birthday of Fr. Jabin Pathiparambil
mcbs

> Oct. 24" reception to KEY Cross procession

> Oct. 30™ reception to Jesus Youth Jubilee Cross
procession

Oct. 29 to 31 Half yearly retreat by Rev. Fr. Saiju
Thurithiyil mebs

Nov.1¢ celebrated All Saints Day

Nov. 2" celebrated All Souls Day

Nov. 7" Pithruvedi meeting

Nov. 7, 13, 14 & 21 Parish Day Cultural competitions
Nov. 18 to 21 celebrated Feast of Christ the King
Nov. 23" parish visit of Bishop Mar Paul Chittilappilly
Nov. 28" celebrated Parish Day at Canossa High School
Dec. 5" Catichism Andheri Zonal Competitons.

Y
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Annual Retreat

251 - 27" March, 2011

Kristuraj bagged overall championship.

> Dec. 11,12 Andheri zone charismatic convention at St.
Mary’s High School,

Andheri (W) led by Rev. Fr. Joy Chencheril mcbs

Dec. 18,19 Kristuraj Youth participated in Pallotti Church
Christmas Bazaar

Dec 19" Christmas Crib Competition
Dec 19" to 22nd Carols in units
Dec. 24™ Christmas cake making competition

Dec. 24" Solemn High Mass at 10. 30 pm to celebrate
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ

YV V V V Y
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Dec 31¢ Thanksgiving prayers at 11.00 pm followed by
Midnight Holy Mass

Youth Retreat
at
Kristuraj Church
16th Feb. 2011
6:00 pm to 10:00 pm

KNOW UR VALUE....!

A well-known speaker started off his seminar by holding up
a 500 Rupee note.

In the room of 200, he asked, “Who would like this 500
Rupee note?”

Hands started going up. He said, “l am going to give this
note to one of you

but first let me do this.” He proceeded to crumple the note
up.

He then asked, “Who still wants it?”

Still the hands were up in the air.

“Well,” he replied, “What if | do this?” And he dropped it on
the ground and started to grind it into the floor with his shoe.
He picked it up, now all crumpled and dirty. “Now who still
wants it?”

Still the hands went up in the air.

“My friends, you have all learned a very valuable lesson.
No matter what | did to the money, you still wanted it
because it did not decrease in value. It was still worth
Rupees 500/-.

Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled, and
ground into the dirt by the decisions we make and the
circumstances that come our way. We feel as though we
are worthless.

But no matter what has happened or what will happen,
you will never lose your value.

You are special. Don’t ever forget it! Never let yesterday’s
disappointments overshadow tomorrow’s dreams.
“VALUE HAS A VALUE ONLY IF ITS VALUE IS VAL-
UED”
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PARISH DAY COMPETITIONS -2010

Ir EVER-ROLING TROPHIES \l ( INDIVIDUAL RANK POSITION )

Story Writing: Rank | Name Total Points
| Vattackattu Mathew Memorial Trophy-Dr. Annamma Paul I Tst Richard Biju 28
I Essay Writing: | | 2nd | DianeBiju 25
| James Jacob Memorial Trophy - Dr. Annamma Paul | 3rd Bini Thomas 19
I I 3rd Richelle Biju 19
' Poetry: 4th Stephy Varghese 17
| Poulose Pulithara Memorial Trophy - Ms. Angel Varghese | 5th Jesmy Jolly 16
N / 6th Alan George 15
Ve 6th Ricky Varghese 15
FAMILY UNITS RANK POSITION 7th Annamma Paul 1
Rank | Family Unit Total Points 7th Dany Paul )
; 8th Annie Francis 10
1st St. Mary's 224 gth | BijuAugustine 10
2nd Little Flower 79 8th Joseph Joy 10
3rd Sacred Heart 43 8th Kevin Jose 10
4th St. John 38 8th Leon Sajan 10
8th Mary George 10
Sth St Georgg 34 9th Alicia George 9
6th St. Sebastian 33 oth Roshni Joshi 9
7th Vimala Matha 30 10th Anglea Ajay 8
8th St. Paul 28 10th Annvian Joji 8
10th Merwyn Jose 8
h | StJoseph 20 10th | Rosy Vincent 8
10th St: Thomas 1 10th Seena Varghese 8

9 11th Kristuraj 10 ) 10th Soly Varghese 8 )
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DSOM G6NI0A 2106101 : *“HAIBINIAW DA o fla flUday”’

Prince Charles & Sardarji were having dinner.
Prince said, “Pass the wine you divine”.
Sardar thinks “how poetic”

Sardar says, “pass the custard you bastard”.

Sardar’s theory : Moon is more impt than Sun,
coz it gives light at

night when light is needed & Sun gives light
during the day when light

is not needed!!!

Sardar shouting 2 his girl friend “ u said v will
do register marriage

and cheated me, | was waiting 4 u yesterday
whole day in the post

office....

A Tamilian calls up sardar and asks “ tamil
therima??”

Sardar got mad, angrily replied.... “Hindi tera
baap!!l”
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